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(A) to permit public access (including access 

by Federal, State, or local agencies) to the prop-
erty of the property owner; or 

(B) to modify public access or use of property 
of the property owner under any other Federal, 
State, or local law; 

(3) alters any duly adopted land use regula-
tion, approved land use plan, or other regu-
latory authority of any Federal, State, Tribal, 
or local agency; 

(4) conveys any land use or other regulatory 
authority to the local coordinating entity; 

(5) authorizes or implies the reservation or ap-
propriation of water or water rights; 

(6) enlarges or diminishes the treaty rights of 
any Indian Tribe within the National Heritage 
Area; 

(7) diminishes— 
(A) the authority of the State to manage fish 

and wildlife, including the regulation of fishing 
and hunting, within the National Heritage 
Area; or 

(B) the authority of Indian Tribes to regulate 
members of Indian Tribes with respect to fish-
ing, hunting, and gathering in the exercise of 
treaty rights; or 

(8) creates any liability, or affects any liabil-
ity under any other law, of any private property 
owner with respect to any person injured on the 
private property. 
SEC. 8. EVALUATION AND REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—For the National Heritage 
Area, not later than 3 years before the date 
specified under section 9, the Secretary shall— 

(1) conduct an evaluation of the accomplish-
ments of the National Heritage Area; and 

(2) prepare a report in accordance with sub-
section (c). 

(b) EVALUATION.—An evaluation conducted 
under subsection (a)(1) shall— 

(1) assess the progress of the local coordi-
nating entity with respect to— 

(A) accomplishing the purposes of the Na-
tional Heritage Area; and 

(B) achieving the goals and objectives of the 
approved management plan for the National 
Heritage Area; 

(2) analyze the investments of the Federal 
Government, State, Tribal, and local govern-
ments, and private entities in the National Her-
itage Area to determine the impact of the invest-
ments; and 

(3) review the management structure, partner-
ship relationships, and funding of the National 
Heritage Area for purposes of identifying the 
critical components for sustainability of the Na-
tional Heritage Area. 

(c) REPORT.—Based on the evaluation con-
ducted under subsection (a)(1), the Secretary 
shall submit to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of 
Representatives a report that includes rec-
ommendations for the future role of the Na-
tional Park Service, if any, with respect to the 
National Heritage Area. 
SEC. 9. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY. 

The authority of the Secretary to provide as-
sistance under this Act terminates on the date 
that is 15 years after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. 
HERRELL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the measure under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 3222, the Alabama Black Belt 
National Heritage Area Act. 

This bill would establish the Ala-
bama Black Belt National Heritage 
Area, consisting of land in 19 counties 
in the State of Alabama, including 
Montgomery County, as a national her-
itage area. 

The region’s identity is rooted in its 
cultural geography and historical de-
velopment. During the mid-1900s, Ala-
bama’s Black Belt area gave rise to the 
civil rights movement emerging in the 
South. 

Montgomery County witnessed the 
bus boycotts in the 1950s. Dallas, 
Lowndes, and Montgomery Counties 
also gave way for the famous march for 
equal rights from Selma to Mont-
gomery in 1965, led by the Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

National heritage areas leverage pri-
vate funding for long-term projects 
that have substantial economic and en-
vironmental benefits. The protection, 
conservation, and restoration of Ala-
bama’s Black Belt area, in partnership 
with the National Park Service, will 
ensure that the powerful history of this 
area is preserved for posterity. These 
are stories that need to be told. 

I thank my colleague, Representative 
SEWELL, for introducing this important 
legislation and championing this bill 
on behalf of her constituents. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on H.R. 3222, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. HERRELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3222, a bipartisan bill sponsored by 
Representative SEWELL of Alabama. 

This bill establishes the Alabama 
Black Belt National Heritage Area, 
comprised of land in 19 Alabama coun-
ties, and designates the Center for the 
Study of the Black Belt at the Univer-
sity of West Alabama as the manage-
ment entity. 

The Black Belt region of Alabama 
stretches across the lower central por-
tion of Alabama, from the eastern bor-
der of Mississippi to the western border 
of southern Georgia. The region is rec-
ognized by many as the center of the 
civil rights movement of the 1950s and 
1960s. 

Several pivotal events in the civil 
rights movement took place in the re-
gion, including the Montgomery bus 
boycott and the march from Selma to 
Montgomery, which helped lead to the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 

The Black Belt region is a special 
area of our country that deserves na-
tional recognition. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I too, 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
this legislation, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUFFMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3222, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

KISSIMMEE RIVER WILD AND 
SCENIC RIVER ACT 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4404) to amend the Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act to designate segments of 
the Kissimmee River in the State of 
Florida as a component of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4404 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kissimmee River 
Wild and Scenic River Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION FOR STUDY OF WILD AND 

SCENIC RIVER SEGMENTS, KIS-
SIMMEE RIVER, FLORIDA. 

Section 5(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1276(a)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(ll) KISSIMMEE RIVER, FLORIDA.—The re-
stored segment of the Kissimmee River, begin-
ning approximately 16 miles downstream of 
Lake Kissimmee and ending approximately 15 
miles upstream of Lake Okeechobee.’’. 
SEC. 3. STUDIES AND REPORTS. 

Section 5(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1276(b)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(ll) KISSIMMEE RIVER, FLORIDA.—Not later 
than 3 years after the date on which funds are 
made available to carry out this paragraph, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall— 

‘‘(A) complete the study of the Kissimmee 
River, Florida named in paragraph (l) of sub-
section (a); and 

‘‘(B) submit to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate a report that describes the results of 
the study.’’. 
SEC. 4. EFFECT ON MANAGEMENT. 

This Act and the amendments made by this 
Act shall not interfere with the current manage-
ment of the area of the Kissimmee River de-
scribed in section 5(a)(l) of the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act, nor shall the fact that such area is 
listed for study under the Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers Act (16 U.S.C. 1271 et seq.) be used as jus-
tification for more restrictive management until 
Congress acts on the study recommendations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
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California (Mr. HUFFMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. 
HERRELL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 4404, the Kissimmee River Wild 
and Scenic River Act to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to amend the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and des-
ignate segments of the Kissimmee 
River as a component of the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 

After efforts in the 1940s to control 
the Kissimmee River’s flow led to 
issues that destroyed habitats, Con-
gress directed the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to restore the river back to its 
original path in the 1990s. 

The completion of this project has al-
ready contributed to the return of 
many wildlife species and a healthier 
ecosystem. 

This bill will ensure that the restored 
segments of the river are preserved for 
future generations to enjoy, by adding 
them to the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. 

Congress created the National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System in 1968 to 
preserve certain rivers with out-
standing natural, cultural, and rec-
reational values in a free-flowing con-
dition for the enjoyment of present and 
future generations. 

I thank my colleague, Representative 
SOTO, for introducing this important 
legislation and championing it on be-
half of his constituents. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes,’’ 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HERRELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4404, a bipartisan bill sponsored by 
Representative DARREN SOTO of Flor-
ida. 

The Kissimmee River stretches more 
than 100 miles in Central Florida and 
serves as both the headwaters for the 
Everglades and the main drainage 
route for the expansive Kissimmee 
River Basin. 

H.R. 4404, as amended, would author-
ize a Wild and Scenic River study to be 
completed by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior. The study will confirm whether 
the river meets the high standards set 
forth in the Wild and Scenic River Act. 

I appreciate the majority supporting 
an amendment at markup to protect 
private property rights by clarifying 
that this study cannot be used as a jus-
tification for new restrictive manage-
ment practices prior to Congress acting 

to officially designate the river as wild 
and scenic. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I too, 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUFFMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4404, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution 
8, the yeas and nays are ordered. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are 
postponed. 

f 

BIKING ON LONG-DISTANCE 
TRAILS ACT 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6337) to require the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture to develop long-distance bike 
trails on Federal land, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6337 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Biking on 
Long-Distance Trails Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) FEDERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS.—The term 

‘‘Federal recreational lands’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘Federal recreational lands and 
waters’’ in section 802(5) of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801(5)). 

(2) LONG-DISTANCE BIKE TRAIL.—The term 
‘‘long-distance bike trail’’ means a continuous 
route, consisting of 1 or more trails or rights-of- 
way, that— 

(A) is not less than 80 miles in length; 
(B) primarily makes use of dirt or natural sur-

face trails; 
(C) may require connections along paved or 

other improved roads; 
(D) does not include Federal recreational 

lands where mountain biking or related activi-
ties are not consistent with management re-
quirements for those Federal recreational lands; 
and 

(E) to the maximum extent practicable, makes 
use of trails and roads that were on Federal rec-
reational lands on or before the date of the en-
actment of this Act. 

(3) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, acting jointly. 

(4) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’ means the following: 

(A) The Secretary of the Interior, with respect 
to Federal recreational lands under the jurisdic-
tion of that Secretary. 

(B) The Secretary of Agriculture, with respect 
to Federal recreational lands under the jurisdic-
tion of that Secretary. 

SEC. 3. LONG-DISTANCE BIKE TRAILS ON FED-
ERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS. 

(a) IDENTIFICATION OF LONG-DISTANCE 
TRAILS.—Not later than 18 months after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries shall identify— 

(1) not fewer than 10 long-distance bike trails 
that make use of trails and roads in existence on 
the date of the enactment of this Act; and 

(2) not fewer than 10 areas in which there is 
an opportunity to develop or complete a trail 
that would qualify as a long-distance bike trail. 

(b) PUBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretaries shall— 
(1) develop a process to allow members of the 

public to comment regarding the identification 
of trails and areas under subsection (a); and 

(2) consider the identification, development, 
and completion of long-distance bike trails in a 
geographically equitable manner. 

(c) MAPS, SIGNAGE, AND PROMOTIONAL MATE-
RIALS.—For any long-distance bike trail identi-
fied under subsection (a), the Secretary con-
cerned may— 

(1) publish and distribute maps, install sign-
age, and issue promotional materials; and 

(2) coordinate with stakeholders to leverage 
any non-Federal resources necessary for the 
stewardship, development, or completion of 
trails. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries, in partnership with interested organiza-
tions, shall prepare and publish a report that 
lists the trails identified under subsection (a), 
including a summary of public comments re-
ceived in accordance with the process developed 
under subsection (b). 

(e) CONFLICT AVOIDANCE WITH OTHER USES.— 
The Secretary concerned shall ensure that each 
long-distance bike trail or area identified under 
subsection (a)— 

(1) does not conflict with— 
(A) the uses, before the date of the enactment 

of this Act, of any trail or road that is part of 
that long-distance bike trail; 

(B) multiple-use areas where biking, hiking, 
horseback riding, or use by pack and saddle 
stock are existing uses on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; 

(C) the purposes for which any trail was or is 
established under the National Trails System 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1241 et seq.); and 

(D) any area managed under the Wilderness 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.); and 

(2) complies with land use and management 
plans of the Federal recreational lands that are 
part of that long-distance bike trail. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms. 
HERRELL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in strong support of H.R. 6337, 

the Biking on Long-Distance Trails 
Act. 

This bill would expand outdoor rec-
reational opportunities by developing 
and completing long-distance bike 
trails and expanding mapping resources 
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